
32nd ANNUAL 
YEAR-END BANQUET  

 

Preparing Our Youth for Today’s High Tech World 
 

Saturday, June 9, 2018 

Marriott North Hotel  

Indianapolis, Indiana 

CORPORATE & EDUCATIONAL SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

 

 
 

 

ADVISORY BOARD 

President: William Scott, retired  Eli Lilly 

Steve Gillman, retired  Eli Lilly 

Holli Harrington, Indianapolis Airport  

Eugene Hawkins, Amazon 

Tony Little, Xerox 

Dayna Offutt, Day of Designing  

Courtney Powell, Eli Lilly 

Tina Rice, IUPUI 

Sylvester Smith, Eli Lilly 

Darrell Styles, Eli Lilly 

Advisory Board Chair: Rick Straw, PACIV  

Troy Allen, Indiana State University  

Crystal Evans, Allison Transmission  

Craig Downing, Rose Hulman  

Steve Gillman, retired  Eli Lilly 

Wayne Hilson, IUPUI  

Karin Maginn, Guggenheim Life & Annuity 

Reginald McGregor, Rolls-Royce  

William Scott, retired  Eli Lilly 

David Sternasty, Eli Lilly 

Richard Whitney, Cummins 

Special thanks to all the MEPI facilitators and board members who volunteer their time to 

ensure the success of  the program.  

 

Your commitment and dedication is the backbone of  the organization.  

Allison Transmission 

Citizens Energy Group 

Cummins 

Eli Lilly and Company 

Guggenheim Life & Annuity Company 

IUPUI 

PACIV 

Rolls-Royce 

Rose-Hulman 

Xerox 



PROGRAM 

The Past Reminds Us, the Present Demands, and the 

Future Calls Us 

 

Registration  

 

Welcome & Introduction of Master of Ceremonies          William Scott, MEPI President 
 

Invocation                MEPI Senior, Lauren Wright 
 

Meal Served 
 

Introduction of Speaker                                                             Steve Jefferson, WTHR 
 

Keynote Address                 Fernando Falcon, Champion Chrysler 
 

Grade Level Reviews 

Mahalet Mimms / Grade 6 

Isabelle Tompkins / Grade 7 

James Aury White / Grade 8 

Sydney Ligon / Grade 9 

Bradley Harrington / Grade 10 

Destiny Flemmonds / Grade 11 

Sydney Spears / Grade 12 
 

Special Recognitions & Presentations                                         
 

Closing Remarks       Holli Harrington, MEPI Vice President 

Brooklyn Bailey 
Sidney Graham 
Zoe Green 
Joseph Jideonwo 
Luke Charles Johnson 
Jaden Logan 

Brooklynn Maffett 
Virgina Martinez 
Smret Mimms 
Ethan Moore 
Taeshon Phillips 
Ramon Randolph 

Devin Richardson 
Hannah Robinson 
Jamison Slusher 
Donavan Smith 
Caleb Soe 
Isabelle Tompkins 

Jeffery Ware 
Justin Wide 
Maurquis Willingham 
Devon Woods 

GRADE 7  |  Facilitators: Lead - Sylvester Smith; Jarrett Bartlett, Alessandra Ennett-Shepard,  

        Karsten Gamble, Thiwasha Harper, Walter Harper, Gretchen  
        Horne, Matthew Kishe, Gina Nefertari Riggins 

GRADE 6  |  Facilitators: Lead - Tony Little; Brittany Harvey, Le-Angela Thompson,  

        Steve Westbrooks                                         

MISSION 

to increase student knowledge, interest and engagement  

related to STEM studies and professional fields, with an  

emphasis on engineering and information technology 

 

VISION 

is to be a nationally-recognized, premier STEM program  

noted for building relationships between diverse mentors  

and students 

Alexander Ash 
Kennedy Barron 
George Bloomingbird 
Sean Burnett 
Devin Chase 
Abram Clemens 
Morgan Crowe 
Nathaniel Dixon 

Josiah Flucas 
Joel Gilliam 
Xavier Hannon 
Kaydence Harris 
Jillian Harris 
Jordyn Jones 
Caleb Ligon 
Luke Malone 

Dawit Mimms 
Mahalet Mimms 
Nyla Mitchell 
Miles Mixon 
Sasha Moore 
Kemunto Mosongo 
Marius Offitt 
Dax Roberts, Jr. 

Kaliyah Scott 
Layla Sheard 
Lowell (Nick) Sheard 
Kidist Shebeshi 
Jade Smitz 
Adriana Valle 
Edward Williams, Jr.  



KEYNOTE PRESENTER 

MR. FERNANDO FALCON is the President and CEO of  Champion 

Auto Group and Falcon Realty. He is also a Partner in Champion  

Chevrolet in Avon and Mid-County Chrysler Jeep Dodge and Ram in 

Port Arthur, Texas. Fernando joined Chrysler Corporation in 1987 as a 

sales trainee in the Chicago market and after a 16 year career with 

Chrysler, he finished as the highest ranking black executive in the 

sales organization. He is a graduate of  Eastern Illinois University 

where he obtained his degree in Finance, is fluent in Spanish and is 

an active board member of  Christel House Academy and Stemnasium 

Learning Academy in Indianapolis.  He is also a an advocate for Pike, 

Washington and Lawrence Township School Districts and is a member 

of  the National Association of  Minority Auto Dealers. 

GRADES 6-11 

Tyra Banks 
Mikel Beamen Jr. 
Willeek Blanchard 
Janhi Coleman 
Christon Crutcher 

Destiny Flemmonds 
Morissa Golder 
Josiah Hankerson 
Brandon Haralson 
Nandi Hawkins 

Kaylin Johnson 
Kayla Kimbrough 
Paige McKnight 
Mykayla Price 
Ariana Sanglton 

Joseph Steele 
Isaiah Thomas 
Maliq Washington 
Zaye Wide 

Nicholas Bolden 
Ariana Callen 
Jason Catalan 
Brian Catalan 
Justin Cook 
John Caleb Coston 
Kloe' Crenshaw 

Jimmie Darbonne 
Justin Dartis 
Malik Falana 
Dalton Fitch 
Jennifer Flores 
Bradley Harrington 
Meah Hutchins 

Chase Iseghohi 
Sean Ledford 
Bryce Maxey 
Dane Middlebrook 
Aaron Moody 
Yasmin Munoz 
Natalia Resendez 

Chaffew (CJ) Scott 
Tesfa Seyoum 
Kendyl Smith 
Cameron Steffey 

GRADE 9  |  Facilitators: Lead - George Obiora; Lola Agboola, Rayman Bazilio, Jomayra  

                        Berrios, Crystal Evans, Anthony Lenior, George Mimms, Drew Schnitz 

GRADE 11  |  Facilitators: Lead - Ellis Thompson; Adrian Dunson; Ayodele Sasore  

Nehemiah Anderson 
Jadon Bingham 
Thomas Bronaugh 
Aaliyah Brooks 
Jordan Carson 
Michael Chase III 
Kiera Clay 
Jordyn Coleman 

Bryce Collains 
Joel Coston 
Camron Davis 
Derrius Fisher 
Ross Gardner 
Ian Gonzalez 
Christopher Gonzalez 
Josiah Green 

Micah Green 
Kaore Green 
Christian Johnson 
Charles Kelley IV 
Aniyah Laney 
Sydney Ligon 
Malani Mitchell 
Kamanda Mosongo 

Matthew Murray 
Mason Ordone 
Kaleb Perkins 
Albert Pope III 
Terez Reid 
Charles Richmond 
Levin Wooden 

Kai Adams 
Ezra Baker 
Richard Bradley II 
Erik Brooks 
Shania Byers 
Darion Davis 
Andre Davis 
Trevon Easler 

Jaxon Edwards 
Jason Fleming 
Blake Fleming 
Kaleb Gilbert 
Myron Green 
Elijah Guzman 
Kameron Jackson 
Andrew Johnson 

Charles Jolliffe, Jr. 
Milani Kimble 
Taylor Love 
Christian Offitt 
Donovan Pierce 
Maya Shebeshi 
Sadie Smith 
Alana Springer 

Lance Thompson 
DeJuan Wells 
James Aury White 
Sylvester Williams IV 
Miles Wilson 
Darrius Yates 

GRADE 8  |  Facilitators: Lead - Timia Carruthers; Floyd Springer 

Mr. William “Bill” Johnson was educated in the Catholic and public schools of  Indiana, graduating from  

Cathedral High School in 1967.  After working for Chrysler Automotive, he changed his career direction and  

enlisted into the United States Army in 1969. After attending Barber College in Indianapolis, he continued his 

education, receiving an Associate Degree in Electrical Engineering at Ivy Technical College.  For 35 years, Bill 

was employed by the Xerox Corporation and as a respected employee, became President of  the Indianapolis 

Black Employees Association. Bill Johnson loved his community and was devoted to encouraging and promoting 

education.  He was known and loved by many youth of  the city as a tutor at the Ralph Dowe Boys Club, Indianapolis Public School 

#99 and Harshman Middle School. Bill also served as a Sixth Grade facilitator and member of  the MEPI Board of  Directors where 

he encouraged numerous students to pursue careers in engineering. 
 

The leadership of MEPI would like to thank the Johnson family for their continued support of the organization through 

the William Johnson Legacy Scholarship Award.  

PREVIOUS  

RECIPIENTS 

BILL JOHNSON SCHOLARSHIP 

GRADE 10  |  Facilitators: Lead - Osedra Siler; Jasmine Blackmon, Cherish Poole 

Jayla Campbell 
Darrien Dartis 
Kirsten Holsten 

Byron Hubbard 
Danielle Johnson 
Kynnedy Kelly 

Kristopher Marshall 
Shaine Mitchell 



12TH GRADE GRADUATES 

Nathaniel Maxey+ 

North Central High School 

Cornerstone University 

 

 

 

Justin Rice* 

Brebeuf  Jesuit Preparatory School 

IUPUI 

 

 

 

Maraki Shebeshi+ 

Southport High School 

University of  Texas 

 

 

 

Madison Smith-Majors+ 

Cardinal Ritter High School 

Valparaiso University  

Jeleah Cheesebourough+ 

North Central High School 

Ball State University 

 

 

 

Isaiah Dandridge* 

Lawrence North High School 

Ball State University 

 

 

 

Daevon Evans* 

Lawrence North High School 

IUPUI 

 

 

 

Kamron Ferguson* 

Park Tudor 

Wabash College 

 

 

 

Dominique Ferrell+ 

North Central High School 

Indiana University 

Brailen Harrington+ 

North Central High School 

Wabash College 

 

 

 

Ciera Howleit 

Charles A. Tindley High School 

Indiana University 

 

 

 

Tiera Howleit+ 

Charles A. Tindley High School 

Indiana University 

 

 

 

Morris Kimble+ 

Cathedral High School 

North Carolina A&T State  

University 

 

 

Victor Massey 

Cardinal Ritter High School 

IUPUI 

Sydney Spears+ 

Westfield High School 

University of  Cincinnati 

 

 

 

Zachary Taylor* 

Lawrence North High School 

Indiana State University 

 

 

 

Alicia Woodyard 

North Central High School 

University of  Nebraska-Lincoln 

 

 

 

Lauren Wright* 

Warren Central High School 

University of  Indianapolis 

Facilitators: Lead - Valentine Ikegwuonu; Cree Harris, Tyler Henderson,  
    Chukwudi Ilozue, Chinedum Ofodile, Philip Onotu, Uche Ugeh  

 *  denotes GPA at or above 3.0  

+ denotes GPA at or above 3.5 


